DRAFT - Template Letter to Editor on Kids Count:

Dear Editor, 

We know schools are key to producing Michigan’s next generation of skilled workers needed to attract and retain businesses.  But we must also understand that education doesn’t start and stop at the classroom door.

Children aren’t at their optimum learning ability when they are hungry, abused, neglected or sick. Sadly, the new Kids Count in Michigan Data Book 2010 shows these numbers are rising quickly. Since 2000, the number of kids suffering abuse and neglect has jumped 25 percent, with 90 percent of the cases due to neglect. One in five kids is now living in poverty, nearly half of all students are part of the free and reduced priced lunch program, and almost one- third of babies born in 2008 did not receive adequate prenatal care, putting them at higher risk for health problems and developmental delays. 

At the same time, our support systems in Michigan are unraveling when children and families need them most with cuts to family preservation programs, child abuse and neglect prevention, income supports, health care and more.  

We can’t keep cutting these supports and expect to produce our best workforce.  Now is the time to start viewing the health, safety and economic security of our families as part of the overall workforce development strategy that will turn around Michigan’s economy. Now is the time to invest in our families, and our future. 

Sincerely,

(Your name and city here) 

