DRAFT - Template Letter to Editor on P-20:

Dear Editor, 

A 21st century commitment to education must recognize that learning begins at birth and does not happen in a vacuum. 

Ninety percent of the brain’s intellectual and emotional hardwiring is set in the first five years. Furthermore, children’s ability to learn is handicapped when they don’t receive adequate health care, are abused or neglected, hungry, or stressed about their family’s financial situation.   

Too many of Michigan’s children are facing these obstacles to learning and that poses hazards not only for the children, but also for Michigan’s economic future. The Kids Count in Michigan Data Book 2010 finds over 20 percent of children ages 0-17 are living in poverty, nearly 30 percent of babies born in 2008 had less than adequate prenatal care, and there were 30,799 victims of child abuse and neglect in 2009, up 25 percent since 2000.

Michigan must adopt a cradle-to-career education system and create a P-20 (prenatal to age 20) approach. P-20 Councils operating in 38 other states are finding success in joining the many factors – health, safety, economic security, and more –  that influence a child’s ability to learnin a coordinated approach to align programming, funding and expectations through interagency, public/private partnerships toward an end goal of educational and workforce success for all young people.

As we rebuild Michigan’s future and lay the path to economic recovery we cannot forget the growing number of children whose current struggles will present obstacles to becoming the skilled, educated workers we need. 

Sincerely,

(Your name and city here) 

